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This one-story, 4,000-gsf building on a newly reclaimed landfill provides the first-ever 
opportunity for the under-served citizens of East Palo Alto to access the natural wonders 
of the San Francisco Bay. The new structure houses exhibits on local natural history, 
provides meeting space and learning facilities for the community, as well as a venue for 
celebrations. 

Cooley Landing is the first project permitted, approved and built in California using Cross 
Laminated Timber (CLT) as its roof gravity and lateral structural system. The CLT roof 
system was chosen because of its combined ability to span across the open community 
space, to be pre-finished to match the sculpted wood form of the building, and for 
prefabrication - crucial to reduce the construction schedule. 

In addition to the use of CLT, other sustainable features of the project included a 
mechanical system utilizing in-slab radiant heating and cooling in conjunction with natu-
ral ventilation via operable windows. The structure was also designed to incorporate a 
future photo¬voltaic system, affording the possibility of Net Zero Energy use.

The education center site is not only underlain with bay mud in a high seismic area, 
but also served as a burn dump for several decades. In an earlier phase, the en¬tire 
peninsula was remediated with two feet of clean fill in an effort to mitigate potential 
hazards – except for the building site area, which capped the site with structural slabs 
and landscape paving. The existing top layer was removed prior to building construction, 
and in its place was a foundation system consisting of a spanning slab on grade over an 
active vapor mitigation system, grade beams and concrete piles to help mitigate all of 
the potential site hazards. 
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